
Marin County Elementary 
Spelling Bee Competitions 
Grades 4th~6th  

  Supported by 

Rules and Procedures 
1. Participating schools may use any selection process to choose their student representatives.  It is  
recommended that all schools use the County and State Bee policies and procedures.  This will ensure that 
all students are prepared to follow universal rules. 
 
2. In competition, words will be chosen from the Elementary Word List, Level 1 and Level 2, and the  
Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary, New Edition 2016 (online, version 3.5), the official reference for this  
competition. Please be aware that the Marin County Office of Education updates the Elementary Master 
Spelling Word List as necessary in order to ensure that our official spelling lists are continually refreshed, 
and that our competitions are as fair and balanced as possible from year to year.  
 
3. There is an element of chance in this competition. Spellers will be eliminated in the order in which 
they sit in line, if a word is misspelled. That is, when a speller fails to spell a word correctly, she/he 
must drop out of the competition and return to the audience. Another word shall be given to the next 
speller in line. 
 
4. The elimination procedure changes when the contestants are reduced to two.  At that point, as soon as 
one contestant misspells a word, the other contestant shall immediately be given the opportunity to 
spell that same word. If the second contestant spells the word correctly PLUS the next word on the 
Spelling Master’s list, then the second contestant shall be declared the champion. If one of the last two 
spellers misses and the other, after correcting the error, misspells the new word submitted, then both 
shall continue in the contest.  If both misspell the same word, both shall continue in the contest.   
             
5. Students receive a contestant number, which establishes their spelling order.  There is an element of 
chance in this competition.  There are no rounds for determining finalists.   
 
6. There will be a practice round to familiarize the contestants with the Spelling Bee format.   
 
7. This is an oral competition.  A scratch pad and pencil will be available on the podium for contestants to 
write the spelling word if they wish, but the speller must then spell the word orally for competition.  Paper 
and pencil are not allowed except as provided on the podium.   
 
8. The Spelling Master will pronounce the word, use it in a sentence, and pronounce the word again.   
Contestants may pronounce words before spelling, after spelling, or not at all.  Contestants must then spell 
the word orally. 
 
9. Having started to spell a word, a contestant shall be given no opportunity to change letters once pro-
nounced.  A SPELLER MAY RETRACE, PROVIDED LETTERS AND THEIR SEQUENCE ARE NOT CHANGED IN RE-
TRACING.  The speller must indicate words with apostrophes, capitals, and other punctuation.   
 
10. A contestant may request that a word be re-pronounced, defined or used again in the sentence. The 
Spelling Master shall grant the request until the judges agree that the word has been made reasonably clear 
to the contestant. 
 
11. Judges may disqualify any contestant who ignores a request to start spelling the word. 
 
12. When a contestant is given a homonym to spell, she/he must spell the word as used in the context of 
the sentence. 
 
13. The decision of the Judges and the Spelling Master will be final in all questions.  Any problem relating 
to the spelling of a word must be referred to the judges immediately.  No protest can be entertained after 
the contest has ended.   
 
14. The top winners at each of the five elementary level regional competitions will be eligible to partici-
pate in the Elementary Countywide Spelling Bee Championship. 

    For more information, please contact: 
 

Karen Allen, Academic Competitions Coordinator                                       Ken Lippi, Assistant Superintendent 
 

kallen@marinschools.org  (415) 499-5867                                                   klippi@marinschools.org  (415) 499-5811 
 
 
 

 Coordinated by the Marin County Office of Education 

    Mary Jane Burke, Marin County Superintendent of Schools 


